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TTERS ARE SENT TO THE LOCAL BONE MARROW DONOR REGISTRY (THE
ITALIAN ONE, IN THIS CASE) AND EXPUNGED OF RELEVANT DETAILS LIKE
NAMES AND GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION BEFORE BEING FORWARDED




IF YOU ARE SICK AND NEED BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT TO SURVIVE, THERE IS A CHANCE IN OVER 100,000 THAT
YOU WILL FIND A COMPATIBLE DONOR SOMEWHERE IN THE WORLD. WHEN A BATCH OF BONE MARROW IS EXTRACTED
FROM A DONOR, THERE ARE ONLY 24-36 HOURS BEFORE IT CAN BE SAFELY IMPLANTED IN THE RECIPIENT PATIENT.
BECAUSE OF THE MARROW’S LIMITED LIFESPAN ONCE OUTSIDE THE BODY, AND THE PATIENT’S PREPARATION
PROCEDURES WHICH HAVE TO BEGIN DAYS BEFORE THE TRANSPLANT AND CAUSE AN IRREVERSIBLE CONDITION, IF
THE PACKAGE IS NOT TAKEN TO ITS DESTINATION WITHIN THIS TIMEFRAME, THE RECIPIENT DIES. SUCH IS THE
RESPONSIBILITY THAT RESTS ON THE SHOULDERS OF CARINA BAUMANN, ONE OF THE 170 VOLUNTEER COURIERS OF
A FRANKFURT, GERMANY-BASED SHIPPING COMPANY, EVERY TIME SHE TRAVELS WITH HER BONE MARROW CASE. SHE
HAS BEEN TRAINED TO GO TO ANY EXTENT TO MAKE SURE THAT HER PRECIOUS HAND LUGGAGE — WHICH, IN FACT,
IS A HUMAN LIFE — NEGOTIATES THE TRAFFIC OF CROWDED CITIES, GOES THROUGH CUSTOMS WITH NO DELAY,
PASSES AIRPORT SECURITY CHECKS WITHOUT BEING X-RAYED, GETS ON THE RIGHT PLANE AT THE RIGHT TIME AND
REACHES ITS DESTINATION WITHIN THAT CRUCIAL DEADLINE. IT IS A RACE AGAINST TIME AND DEATH, AND IT
IS NEVER GUARANTEED THAT EVERYTHING WILL GO SMOOTH. THIS IS THE JOURNEY OF A BONE MARROW WHICH WENT
FROM LONDON TO ROME TO SAVE A LITTLE KID’S LIFE.



Blood Stem Cells
DO NOT X-RAY

FRANKFURT, GERMANY. AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF
TIME:MATTERS SHIPPING COMPANY, CARINA BAUMANN
RECEIVES THE TRANSPORT BRIEFING AND DOCUMENTS, AND
THE CASE SHE WILL USE TO CARRY THE BONE MARROW
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FRANKFURT, GERMANY. A DETAIL OF THE D MENTS TH
CARINA BAUMANN WILL CARRY DURING THE BONE MARROW
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LoNDON, UNITED KINGDOM. ON THE SECOND DAY

OF HER JOURNEY, CARINA BAUMANN IS ON HER WAY
TO THE CLINIC WHERE THE DONOR IS LOCATED :
FOR THE BONE MARROW PICKUP, SCHEDULED

FOR 10.00 AM. THE CASE WILL HAVE TO BE IN
RoME BEFORE 8.00 PM ON THE SAME DAY
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LoNDON, UNITED KINGDOM. ON THE SECOND DAY OF HER

JOURNEY, CARINA BAUMANN IS ON HER WAY TO WMHE GLINIC
WHERE THE DONOR IS LOCATED FOR THE BONE MARROW
PICKUP, SCHEDULED FOR 10.00 AM. THE CASE WILL HAVE
TO BE IN ROME BEFORE 8.00 PM ON THE SAME DAY



LonDON, UNITED KINGDOM. CARINA BAUMANN
PICKS UP THE BONE MARROW IN THE CLINIC
WHERE IT WAS EXTRACTED FROM THE DONOR
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K_I.'NGDOM. CARINA BAUMANN GOES THROUGH
Y SCREENING WITH HER OWN LUGGAGE AND
ﬁ(si THE BONE MARROW. THE CASE CAN BE
HE | BONE MARROW HAS TO UNDERGO MANUAL
ERWIEE IT WILL BE COMPROMISED. DESPITE
ELEVANT DOCUMENTS, IT IS NOT GUARANTEED THAT
ECKING PROCEDURES WILL BE FAST AND SEAMLESS
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LoNDON, UNITED KINGDOM. CARINA
BAUMANN BOARDS THE ROME FLIGHT WITH
THE CASE CONTAEKNING THE BONE MARROW



RoME, ITALY. CARINA BAUMANN ON A TAXI, ON HER WAY
TO THE CLINIC WHERE THE PATIENT IS WAITING FOR
THE BONE MARROW TRANSPLANT, SCHEDULED FOR TONIGHT




ROME, ITALY. AT THE CLINIC WHERE THE PATIENT
IS WAITING FOR THE TRANSPLANT, SCHEDULED FOR
TONIGHT, CARINA BAUMANN FOLLOWS DR. GIUSI LI
PIRA TO THE CELLULAR MANIPULATION UNIT, WHERE
SHE WILL TAKE CHARGE OF THE BONE MARROW



.

. RoME, ITALY. AT THE CLINIC WHERE THE PATIENT IS
WAITING FOR THE TRANSPLANT, SCHEDULED FOR TONIGHT,
CARINA BAUMANN DELIVERS THE BONE MARROW TO DR.
Giusri L1 PIRA OF THE CELLULAR MANIPULATION UNIT
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RomME, ITALY. [ WHERE THE
PATIENT R H§4TRANSPLANT,
R. GIusI LI PIRA

ULATION UNIT FOLLOWS

REPARATION CARRIED OUT

ICIAN IN A STERILE LAB
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RoME, ITALY AT THE CLINI

IS WAITING FOR THE TRANSPLAN
TONIGHT, DR. GIUSI LI PIRA OF THE CELLUL
MANIPULATION UNIT GIVES THE BONE MARROW

OF THE DOCTORS OF THE TRANSPLANT TEAM,
CARINA BAUMANN WATCHES IN THE BACKGRO




RoME, ITALY. AT THE

IS WAITING FOR THE TF

TONIGHT, CARINA BAUMANN SHAKES HANDS W
GIuSI LI PIRA OF THE CELLULAR MANIPULATIO
UNIT, TO WHOM SHE DELIVERED THE BONE MARR




RoME, ITALY. A DOCTOR OF THE TRANSPLANT
TEAM ENTERS THE STERILE TRANSPLANT UNIT
WHIN THELMOTHER OFAJHE PATIENT, RIGESS
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